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PREPARATION FOR A PLACEMENT POLICY
NMS: Standard 3 – Promoting Positive Behaviours and Relationships (3.9)

STANDARD 11 – Preparation for a placement

PREPARATION FOR A PLACEMENT POLICY

NMS: Standard 3 – Promoting Positive Behaviours and Relationships (3.9)

STANDARD 11 – Preparation for a placement
Placement Planning Part One and Two

OUTCOME

All children placed in the foster home should be made to feel welcome. When they leave it should be a planned and sensitive move which makes them feel loved and totally valued.

All children should be made part of the family. It is important to treat a foster child in the same way as you would your own children that live with you.

Children placed receive a set of guidelines which will outline what they can expect from living within your family, who they can contact if they are not happy and feel that they are not being treated fairly.

Children should be carefully matched to the fostering household.

Foster Carers are given all the information that is given to the fostering agency. This should inform of all significant events as this will help Foster Carers protect all children in the fostering household.  It is important that all behaviours and needs of the child are made known to the fostering agency and foster carers.
It is the requirement of Following Whispers to ensure the responsible authority provide all the information on the child. This will ensure that children are carefully matched to a foster family (NMS 3.39).

Unless children are placed under emergency circumstances children should be given information before they are placed. All fostering households are expected to provide Following Whispers with an informative profile which will be updated annually. Following Whispers will also ask that a visual CD is prepared. Where possible we ask the responsible authority to prepare the introduction. This can be at the foster home, virtual etc. Children should be encouraged to talk with the new prospective foster family and made to feel that they have a say in where they live. Children should be reassured that they can bring their own toys and possessions.

Foster Carers should explain house rules (not too many) and the foster child should be allowed access in the home the same as birth children depending on age and understanding.

It is also important to encourage foster children to experience new interests and hobbies and be allowed to continue with activities that they would normally do.
This policy was adopted in February 2024 and will be reviewed in February 2027. Additional amendments will be made as and when required.
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